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The Brexit question 

4.1.1 – I respect the outcome of the referendum, and I voted in Parliament to trigger Article 50. The 

most important thing now is to get the best deal we can, and to safeguard jobs in the North-East. In 

two years time we will have left the EU and there will most likely be transitional arrangements in 

place. It is extremely unlikely that our longer term arrangements will have been agreed in that time. 

I am optimistic about our future - it will be determined by how we approach Brexit and take on the 

challenges facing us now.  

4.1.2 – Theresa May did not call this election for any reason relating to Brexit. Parliament voted 

overwhelmingly to trigger Article 50 and begin negotiations. All MPs have a responsibility to support 

the Government in getting the best deal for their constituents, regardless of their political party. 

Theresa May called this election for party political gain, because she spotted an opportunity to crush 

all opposition and win a historic majority. Manifestos are critical because they outline very different 

visions for our future. It is policies that count.  

The Economy 

4.2.1 – Austerity has failed, both to drive growth in the private sector and to tackle the national 

debt. It has failed on its own terms. The Government is determined to destroy local government. In 

Darlington we have seen a 40% cut of the local budget, and have suffered the loss of vital public 

services. We see this replicated in towns up and down Britain. The Conservatives would prefer a 

situation where councils rely wholly on local taxation – which will hurt towns like Darlington the 

most.   

4.2.2 – Labour will ask the top 5% of tax payers to pay a little more towards tackling our national 

debt and funding our vital public services. In Parliament we defeated the Government over their 

plans to cut tax credit for poor families, and opposed their plans to take legal aid away from victims 

of domestic violence. We must ask those with the broadest shoulders to play their part in securing 

our future, and not target those in need to bear the brunt of the Government’s decisions.  

4.2.3 – The Northern Powerhouse is nothing more than a strapline. The Tees Valley Mayor, forced 

upon local communities against their wishes, has been given a budget of £15 million which doesn’t 

even come close to matching the money that has been taken away from our part of the North East. 

It is a gimmick designed to appeal to those living in Manchester and Leeds. The Labour Party made a 

priority of relocating public sector jobs to the North East, such as the Disclosure and Barring Service 

and the Student Loans Company.  

4.2.4 – I believe overseas aid should be ring-fenced at 0.7%. The funds must be spent wisely, but it is 

both right and in our national interest to improve life chances for the most in need.  

4.2.5 – Foodbanks are a stark reminder of the harshness of modern life for many people and their 

families. Low pay, insecure work, benefit sanctions and a slow and bureaucratic process for receiving 

assistance have meant that in the last five years we have seen growing numbers of residents in 

Darlington relying on foodbanks. Volunteers do a tremendous job in supporting food bank users. 

Users get not only the essentials of daily life, but also assistance with debt, addiction, mental health 

issues, housing problems and more where needed.  



Employment 

4.3.1 – One of the key tests of any Brexit deal is to what extent does it defend workers’ rights and 

protections, and prevent a race to the bottom. Domestic employment rights will not be part of our 

international Brexit negotiations - they will now be subject to our own domestic legislation. We need 

MPs who will vote to safeguard their constituents’ rights at work.  

4.3.2 – I have seen the film I Daniel Blake, and have spoken to Ken Loach about the research that he 

did in the making of the film. I recognise the characters in the film, and the situation they found 

themselves in through no fault of their own. I have no time for those who take advantage of the 

benefits system, but we need social security that is fair & affordable. Labour will scrap the unfair 

bedroom tax, reverse the Tories’ cuts to in-work support and reinstate housing benefit for under 

21s.  

 

Peace and security 

4.4.1 – In the last year two people I know have been killed. Jo Cox and Keith Palmer were murdered 

to cause fear and make political statement. We must make sure the tone of political debate is always 

respectful. We have worked closely over many years with EU partners on policing and terrorism 

prevention, and all parties will work to make sure this continues. As I write the news from 

Manchester is emerging us here, and our thoughts are with the victims, their families, and people of 

Manchester. 

4.4.2 – We need a multifaceted approach to tackling Daesh. This needs to encompass diminishing 

Daesh capabilities online as well as on the ground.  While we may be able to take out military 

resources and degrade their capabilities, we also need to challenge the distorted ideology that 

underpins their barbaric acts.  

4.4.3 – The vast majority of British young men are respectful, law abiding, good citizens. There are 

many factors that lead to radicalisation, including social isolation, mental health problems and 

manipulation by those who seek to inspire hatred.  

4.4.4 – I support and have voted for the renewal of trident. In a time of unprecedented international 

volatility, it would be wrong remove our deterrent.  

 

Caring for Planet Earth     

4.5.1 – Car manufacturers have behaved atrociously in misleading inspectors and consumers. It is 

not the fault of drivers and they must not be penalised, as they bought their vehicles in good faith. 

Labour will introduce a Clean Air Act to tackle poor air quality.  

4.5.2 – It is essential that we don’t trade away our environmental protections. I will always vote to 

protect the environment for future generations in Darlington. Labour MPs will ban fracking and work 

to ensure that 60% of our energy comes from low carbon or renewables by 2030.    

4.5.3 – Labour introduced winter fuel payments because we recognised that fuel poverty costs lives. 

The Tories now plan to means-test this vital payment, which will result in many older people who 

are entitled to the support failing to receive it. Fuel poverty is no longer restricted to the elderly, but 

now hits many working families too. The Tories introduced VAT on fuel in the last Parliament - I 

opposed this move.  



The Injustice of Homelessness 

4.6.1 – I know the 700 Club and First Stop well, and have raised issues brought up by the Salvation 

Army in Parliament. I have spoken at a conference on the issue of female homelessness. 

Homelessness is a complex and multidimensional problem that needs agencies to work closely 

together.  I think we do this well in Darlington, but we have a very real problem with fake 

homelessness.  

4.6.2 – Sadly, some individuals pretend that they are homeless in order to extort money from the 

public. I have spoken to the local police about this on several occasions, as well as homelessness 

charities working in the town. They are clear that the problem of fake homelessness is a new 

phenomenon and that people practising this deception should be moved on as there are others in 

genuine need of help.  

4.6.3 – This has happened. There is not one single solution, it depends very much on the individual 

circumstances. In dealing with these cases I have liaised with specialist services to arrange 

immediate emergency assistance for those in need of help.  

 

Asylum and Immigration  

4.7.1 – In Darlington we have a long proud history of welcoming refugees. For example, in the 1990s 

local families hosted those escaping conflict in Bosnia. Strong ties continue between the local 

community here and those who were housed, and their wider families. We have wonderful 

volunteers at Darlington Assistance for Refugees supporting the small number of families who are 

currently living in Darlington from Syria. I think it is important that those seeking refuge in our 

country are well supported, especially with language tuition and opportunities to volunteer in the 

community.  

4.7.2 – There are many areas of our economy that rely heavily on migrant workers, particularly 

hospitality, catering, agriculture and health and social care. It is vital that these sectors have access 

to the skills they need. As a country we must work harder to ensure our young people are equipped 

to fulfil roles where there are skills shortages.  

 

 

Religious faith in public life 

4.8.1 – I have long standing good relationships with faith communities across Darlington. I have 

visited many places of worship and worked with different communities on issues affecting the town.  

 

4.8.2. – Faith communities in Darlington do a tremendous job in speaking up for the most vulnerable 

and providing services for those in need. With deep cuts to public services it is our faith groups who 

have stepped up to provide a vital safety net for many hundreds of people in need in our town.  

 

 

 



Criminal Justice 

4.9.1 – I knew Keith Palmer. His loss is still felt by everyone that works in the Parliamentary estate. 

We are incredibly grateful for the service of our policemen and women. Arming all police officers is 

not the right response. It is not clear that the possession of a firearm would have saved Keith 

Palmer’s life. Societies where the police are armed as a matter of course are no safer, and often less 

safe, than our own.  

4.9.2 – I have worked in prisons and know the failure to turn lives around is costly for the individuals 

concerned, their victims, public safety and the public purse. The Government has closed over 15 

prisons, resulting in overcrowding, understaffing and an unprecedented level of violence including 

assaults on prison staff. Prison officers are the unsung heroes of the public sector. There is precious 

little oversight of former prisoners after release. We are going backwards not forwards.  

4.9.3 – Restorative justice initiatives, used appropriately, have proven to be effective in preventing 

reoffending and have high satisfaction ratings among victims. They must always be robustly 

evaluated, and be victim centred.  

4.9.4 – I agree with public concerns on this issue. The sentencing framework lacks transparency. 

Victims and the public should be told exactly how long an offender will spend in prison, and how 

long they will be monitored for in the community.        

 

The gap between rich and poor 

 

4.10.1 – Taxation is what underpins our shared prosperity. All of us, including business, benefit from 

a healthy, education and skilled population, with access to basic services and secure housing. Labour 

MPs will not ask ordinary households to pay more. We will guarantee no rises in income tax for 

those earning below £80,000 a year, and no increases in VAT or National Insurance. The top 5% of 

earners will be asked to contribute more in tax to fund vital public services.  

4.10.2 – Yes. Labour MPs will vote for a £10 minimum wage.  

4.10.3 – 28% of children in Darlington live in poverty. We should judge a nation – and its future – on 

the way it treats its poorest children. No government should stand by while more and more children 

grow up hungry or homeless. Yet that is what is happening here in Britain in the 21st century. 

Already one in four of our children live in poverty, and the Institute for Fiscal Studies warns we are 

about to see the biggest increase in child poverty in a generation. 

That is the backdrop to the government’s decision to abolish the child poverty unit. It may not sound 

like a big deal. But it follows on from the abolition of the child poverty income targets and a series of 

policies that have hit low-income families.  

The cuts to work allowances in Universal Credit (UC), and the decision to limit tax credit and UC 

payments to the first two children in a family, are an attack on low-income families and will increase 

child poverty. Labour will reform and redesign UC, ending six-week delays in payment and the ‘rape 

clause’. With nearly four million children currently living in poverty, the majority in working families, 

we will commit to tackle child poverty with a new Child Poverty Strategy. 

 



Life and Death 

4.11.1 – Assisted dying is not an easy thing to think about or talk about. We all hope that when it 

comes to us and our loved ones, the time will pass peacefully and painlessly. On issues as sensitive 

as this, sometimes MPs need to search their souls. It is about listening to as many people as possible 

and making the best moral judgement we can.   

 

Social care 

4.12.1 – Our social care sector is in crisis, with severe consequences for the quality of care, public 

finances, personal assets, pressures on unpaid carers of family and friends, and delays to discharges 

from hospital. We need to do a far better job of offering people care and support, where and when 

they need it. Labour MPs will pull together NHS services and social care, including mental health 

services, so families don’t have to battle different providers. We will shift the focus away from 

hospitals and into people’s homes, so they can have the care they need most at home.  

 

4.12.2 – In our first term, Labour will lay the foundations of a National Care Service for England. We 

will increase the social care budgets by a further £8 billion over the lifetime of the next Parliament, 

including an additional £1 billion for the first year. This will be enough for providers to pay a real 

living wage without cutting the quality of care they provide.  

It will allow implementation of the principles of the Ethical Care Charter, already adopted in 28 

council areas, ending 15-minute care visits and providing care workers with paid travel time, access 

to training and an option to choose regular hours. Labour will also increase the Carer’s Allowance for 

unpaid full-time carers to align the benefit with rates of the Jobseeker’s Allowance.  

 

4.12.3 – Whether or not we get a long term condition is largely a lottery, and is it not fair for those 

unfortunate enough to be coping with one of these conditions to be forced to pay more for their 

care. I am deeply opposed to Tory plans to risk people’s homes and savings for their care with the 

dementia tax. Labour will meet the OECD target of 3 per cent of GDP spent on research, including 

public health and medical research.  

 

Health and well being 

4.13.1 - Mental ill-health is the biggest unaddressed health challenge of our age. Since 2010 mental 

health funding has been cut, the number of mental health nurses has fallen by 6,600 and remaining 

mental health budgets have been raided to plug holes elsewhere in the NHS. Labour will work to 

reverse the damage done to mental health services under this Tory government. In order to protect 

services, we will ring-fence mental health budgets and ensure funding reaches the frontline. We will 

end the scandal of children being treated on adult mental health wards and stop people being sent 

across the country, away from their support networks, to secure the treatment they need by 

bringing forward the ending of out-of-area placements to 2019.  

Labour will also bring an end to the neglect of children’s mental health. In recent years, referrals to 

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services have increased by two-thirds, and the number of young 

people presenting to A&E units with psychiatric conditions has doubled. Labour will invest in early 



intervention by increasing the proportion of mental health budgets spent on support for children 

and young people. 

4.13.2 – Improved and joined up mental health services will reduce the burden on our police 

services. Community policing is incredibly important to the safety and wellbeing of local people in 

Darlington. Labour will recruit 10,000 more police officers to work on community beats. These 

officers must be given improved mental health training, and supported by mental health nurses 

working with them in the community.   

4.13.3 – Across the country early intervention has been one of the first things that has been cut, 

storing up a crisis for people who otherwise would have received timely low level assistance have 

nowhere to turn. Tragically in some cases their problems become so acute that they require far 

more serious intervention. I have worked to secure resources for our local Citizens Advice Bureau to 

provide advice for patients at West Park who have a wide range of needs. Sadly such projects are 

becoming more and more difficult to secure.  

 

Equality and Diversity 

4.14.1 – Those that need services the most are the first to pay the price of austerity. The community 

and voluntary sector are often the best people to support and advise those with specific needs or 

interests. The job of an MP is to speak up for those without a voice.  

4.12.2 – I am always accessible and available to everybody in Darlington. I have met with leaders, 

representatives and members of the Muslim, Sikh and other BME communities in our town.  

 

Education and Young People  

4.15.1 – I am strongly opposed to the Conservative plans to reintroduce grammar schools. They will 

do nothing to support our local schools and pupils in Darlington. I am committed to an excellent 

local education offer for every child in Darlington. All children are different and have unique talents 

and abilities. Further education has been neglected under this Government. Labour would increase 

arts funding in schools and support further education colleges, supporting vocational education and 

enabling anyone to upskill or retrain.  

4.15.2 - Conservative cuts are starving schools of the funding they need to deliver a first class 

education. Crippling underfunding is driving up class sizes and forcing schools to cut corners. 

Labour will not waste money on any more free schools and the Conservatives’ grammar 

schools vanity project. We do not want a return to secondary moderns. We will also oppose 

any attempt to force schools to become academies. Labour will introduce a fairer funding 

formula that leaves no school worse off, while redressing the historical underfunding of 

certain schools. Under this Government our schools in Darlington face an 8% cut and a loss 

of teachers.  

4.15.3 - Labour would seek to widen educational provision for early years.. We introduced free 

childcare hours for parents, which were fully funded and resourced. Under the Conservatives, the 

free hours entitlement is chronically under-funded, with provision patchy and hard to navigate. The 

result is that many parents aren’t getting the hours they’re entitled to. To improve access to good 

early years provision, Labour would create a system of high quality childcare places with government 



subsidy, maintain our commitments on free hours and transition to a qualified, graduate workforce 

to improve the quality of services for younger children.   

The Voluntary Sector 

4.16.1 – I have been a trustee at several voluntary sector organisations in Darlington, including the 

CAB and rape crisis. They do a tremendous job in extremely difficult circumstances and have my 

unwavering support.  

4.16.2 – The voluntary sector in Darlington and across the country has been damaged by Tory cuts to 

local authorities. We need to ensure that procurement processes are accessible for small, voluntary 

organisations, and that new procurement rules that will be set after our exit from the EU encourage 

public sector organisations to shop local.  

4.16.3 – Other ways should be found to sustainably fund our voluntary sector, without an additional 

tax burden being placed on local residents.  

 

Political Representative 

5.6.1 – I want Darlington to be the best place it can be. I see possibilities every day, and love working 

with others on shared ideas, campaigns and ambitions to improve our town.  

5.6.2 – Darlington is my home. I have lived and worked in Darlington since I was a child. My parents 

worked at Darlington Memorial Hospital, and I am enjoying bringing up my own family here.  

5.6.3 – Yes. I have shown I can do this. I voted with my conscience on intervention in Syria. I know I 

disappointed some constituents on same-sex marriage, but I listened to constituent’s views on both 

sides and made sure I was diligent and open about explaining my view. I voted against my party whip 

on a Bill to allow a recall of MPs.  

 

 

 


